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enment in opinions, of moderation in policy, and of attainment
in all the higher aspirations of life. In fact, as character-
istic of a period of greatest freedom, both results may be true.
With its attendant benefits and its unavoidable evils the
absolute freedom of learning and of teaching, the " Lern- uncl
Lehrfreiheit," which is the ideal of modern higher educa-
tion, was an actual realization in this period. Such evils arc
the necessary price to be paid for such blessings. With
Athens, however, since such freedom attended not only
learning and thought, but prevailed in the world of moral
conduct, of political activities and of the religious life as well,
the cost was a heavy one and was paid to the utter most On
the one hand, it is true that the democracy was swayed by
its passions; that prejudice instead of justice controlled in the
law courts; that the sycophants swarmed and worked their
unworthy trade to the demoralization of social life ; that vices
loathsome to modern ideas prevailed; that scoffing irrever-
ence replaced the sedate faith of the earlier periods; that
youth exulted in a flippant independence and a supercilious
agnosticism; that family morality decayed; that: the pursuit
of riches, with its attendant extravagance, now became char-
acteristic; and that in every phase of life, as a result of this
freedom given to the individual, there was evident a license
in conduct and an indifference to the old moral ideals such as
to shock both the conservative holding tenaciously to the views
of the older period and the student of the present who, be-
cause one unconsciously feels the perspective of the present
but can acquire only with great labor that of the past, is prone
to judge the present by its best, but the past by its worst.
The better to see the period in its real light, let us in con-
clusion turn to a brighter picture us- painted by Wilkins.
" But above all things the Athenian of the time of Pcridea
was living in an atmosphere of unequalled|gcnius and culture^
He took his way past the temples where tjio friezes'of Phkliad
seemed to breathe and struggle, under "the shatW of the